
Points to Consider in
Constructing Grammar Items



1. Clarity of Instructions

Instructions should be simple and unambiguous. Complex wording may 
confuse learners, leading to misinterpretation of the task, which affects 
the accuracy of assessment.



2. Contextual Relevance

The grammar items should be embedded in a meaningful context that
reflects real-world language use. Isolated or out-of-context sentences
often fail to demonstrate how grammar functions in communication.



3. Level Appropriateness

Grammar items must be suitable for the learners’ proficiency level.
Avoid overcomplicating the questions with vocabulary or sentence
structures beyond their current understanding.



4. Variety in Item Types

Use a mix of question types (e.g., multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank,
sentence correction, sentence completion) to assess different aspects
of grammatical knowledge, such as form, meaning, and use.



5. Focus on Target Structures

Ensure that the items directly assess the grammatical structures
intended. Avoid including irrelevant or overly complex language that
might distract from the key focus.



6. Balanced Difficulty

Items should vary in difficulty to distinguish between different
proficiency levels. Include some straightforward questions and others
that require deeper understanding or application of grammar.



7. Error Avoidance

Ensure that grammar items are free of mistakes, either in terms of
grammar or presentation. Errors can confuse learners and undermine
the credibility of the test.



8. Cultural and Contextual Sensitivity

Avoid content that could be culturally or contextually biased, which
might alienate or confuse learners from diverse backgrounds. Grammar
items should be universally understandable and inclusive.



9. Fair Distractors in Multiple-Choice Questions

In multiple-choice items, the distractors (wrong answers) should be
plausible but clearly incorrect. They should not mislead the learner
based on ambiguity or tricky phrasing.



10. Testing Form, Meaning, and Use

Grammar items should assess learners’ understanding of the form (how
the structure is made), meaning (what the structure means), and use
(when and why it is used). This provides a comprehensive evaluation of
their grammatical competence.



11. Avoid Overly Tricky or Ambiguous Questions

While some complexity is expected, overly tricky questions may test a
learner’s ability to guess or detect patterns rather than their
grammatical knowledge. The goal is to test understanding, not puzzle-
solving skills.



12. Feedback Mechanism

Consider the types of feedback that can be provided after the test.
Well-constructed items can inform learners not just of their errors but
of the reasons behind those errors, enhancing their learning process.
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